THE PREFACE.                                      XV11
'  tals   read only the second  abridgement   by  STTMATI,
*  while the gods of the lower heaven, and the band of
*  celestial musicians, are engaged in studying the pri-
*  mary code, beginning with  the  fifth   verse,  a little c  varied,  of the work now extant  on  earth;  but that
*  nothing remains of NA'RED'S abridgement,  except an 6  elegant epitome of the ninth original title on the ad-<  ministration of justice.'    Now,   since   these  institutes consist  only of   two  thousand   si&  hundred and eighty
Jive verses, they cannot be the whole work ascribed to SUMATI, which is probably distinguished by the name of the J?ridd*ha, or ancient, Mdnava9 and cannot be found entire : though several passages from it, which have been preserved by tradition, are occasionally cited in the new digest.
A number of glosses or comments on MENU were composed by the Munis, or old philosophers, whose treatises, together with that before us, constitute the Dher-ma Sdstra, in a collective sense, or Body of Law ; among the more modern commentaries, that called Mtidhdtit'hi that by GO'VINDARA'JA, and that by DHARANI'-DHERA, were once in the greatest repute; but the first was reckoned prolix and unequal; the second, concise but obscure ; and the third, often erroneous. At length appeared CULLU'CA BHATTAJ who, after a painful course
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